Recurrent carcinoma of the vagina following Okabayashi's radical hysterectomy for cervical carcinoma.
Between 1962 and 1976, 1847 cases of cervical cancer were treated by Okabayashi's radical hysterectomy. Of these, 42 cases developed vaginal invasive carcinoma and 5 developed vaginal intraepithelial carcinoma thereafter, giving a recurrence rate of 2.5%. The vaginal recurrence rate declined annually during the period 1962-1976, and was thought to be due to the efficacy of routinization of postoperative vaginal cuff irradiation. Of the 47 recurrent cases 33 were discovered within 2 years following the operation. Seventy-two percent of the recurrent cases were asymptomatic. The importance of close follow-up of the patients during the first 2 postoperative years was denoted. The incidence of developing a secondary vaginal cancer in the cases of cervical adenocarcinoma was 10.0%, higher than the 2.2% for squamous cell carcinoma. All the recurrent cases were treated with vaginal cuff irradiation, either alone or with external irradiation and/or chemotherapy. The 3-year survival rate of the patients who had vaginal recurrence alone was 40.0%, better than that of the cases accompanied with recurrence at the other sites.